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and bravery was utiiverſally ackn 
your country formed the higheſt expec- | 
| fations of yout fucceſs.” The nature of ,t 
_ _ commiſſion was twofold—To fettle amieabiy 
| the matters in diſpute between Great Britain 
aud her Colonies, by an offer to redreſs their 
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. thought 1 
thi 3 our Sovereign. At 
wie knew e affairs were in the 
greateſt confuſion ; that violent 1 
2 ,whol that one © | 

1 en TP the far greater part of the 
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| Let Ar attacked to the Britiſh 
government. The civil powers of the neu 
ſtates were not eſtabliſhed ; their Vans we were 
| undiſciplined, aud in 3 great degree deſtitute 
of neceſſary. appointments ; they. had = 
no naval or military magazines, 
and their future ſupplies were muck within 
the campals of your powe „ Their ports were 
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rata the minds ofthe people, 
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&« taxation over the Colonies,” as we muſt 
conclude you had from your letter to Lord. 
Drummond *; why did you content your- 
| felyes, in your firſt declaration of goth June. 
1776, with only declaring them to be thoſe 
_ of © granting free and general pardons, and. 
* of reſtoring the Colonies to the peace of his 
* Majeſty?” And after you had met the 
Delegates of Congreſs, when they declared 
to the people that you had no other powers 
but. thoſe, mentioned in your firſt declara- 
tion, Why did you, in your addreſs to the 
poopie: of -1g6k September, _ aſp. .lagnify to 
_ them that you were © defixous to confer- 
« with his Majeſty's well-affeded fabjefts ;" | 
and that his * Majefty.was diſpoſed to direct 
* à reviſal of his royal inſtructions, &c.. 
| and that he was dip, to concur in he 
< reviſal of all acts by which his ſubject may 
* think themſelves aggrieved ?” This, my 
Lord, was truly a delicate mode of declar- 
ing your powers, and his Majeſty's gracious 


Intentions towards hi well- affected fubjefts. 


It was too polite for a warrior, and too un- 
certain and ambiguous for Commiſſioners 
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* opportunities of knowing the ftate of the Middle Colonies, in 
„lich L include New Yart, New TJerfiy, Pennſylvania, the 
| T en E] Ek Ee 
„ of fortune and integrity, on , came in ta 
me at Philadelphia from Norfolk, Willi Frederick l- 
« burg, the diſtant eounty' of Botetourt, Fort Pitt, and the 
% intermediate parts of New York, New Jerſey, Maryland, and 
2. the Delaware Counties, from whom I made it my buſineſs to 
© learn the ſtate of the diſpoſitions of the people of thoſe Co- 
4 Tonjes, as well at that time, as in the year 1776, when Sir 
_ i William Howe was at Trenton. And 1 wes informed by 
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yet It is 4 truth, chat 
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| their own terms, and your Lordſhip's declin- | 
ing to make an appeal to the people at large, 
by opening to them the extent of your com- 
miſſion, was an appeal to the fword. From 
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that gement your: firſt 'commiliion 'cealeds 


in-home: your duty to deviſe 


exert every poſer your Horercign:had put 
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For this purpoſe, you and your Brother 


were entruſted with the command of a force : 


vaitly ſuperior tb the objet.- We have (tn 
dim in Aurrias at the head of 40,600® high 


ſpirited l 


| the held, at any 
able to into 

hy er — 
moſt part not 000, and at ſeveral times leſs, 
than 4000; and theſe were new-railed troops, | 
undiſciplined, and badly appointed +. The 
force delivered to your your Lordſhip's command, - 
was fhll more ſuperior to its objeQ than, 


that of your Brother. You had, in the year. 
1 Major General Robertons Examination before he u 
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publiſhed by Wilkie, Pe 16. 39- 
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1776, ſixty;fix, and in the year following 
exghty-one, veſſels of war, of every ſize and 
draught of: water that could *poſfibly-be- of 
L fervice in that country. Their force Was 
from Bean to the Savannis, when ſtationed 
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„6 my Lotd, an Ad -"of the Wies 
committed to your direction, and of that which. 
you had to contend with. The one is ſo 
great, and the other ſo triffing, har pre- 
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1 a e ea 
miles, ſinty- ſix veſſels of war will therefore line the whole coaſt 
between thoſe ports, when ſtationed within fue leagues, and 
 eighty-one when ftationed within about three leagues one of 
another. This is not mentioned as an eligible plan of deſtroy- 
ing the rebel navy. It is rather to ſhew how abundantly fuf- 
ficient the force under the Britiſh Admiral was to block up their 
trade, and cut off their foreign ſupplies. As to their navy, is 
F 
time were open and unguarded. 
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with Government have not been laid bers 


the Public. Had that been done, we might 
poſſibly baye learned from yourſelf your own 


_ exploits. However, if we have not theſe 
| communications to ſhew what your Lordſhip 
did, it is impoſſible to conceal from us what 
your Lordſhip might have done, and did not; 
2 — 7 en 8 
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co I mall content 


myſelf with holding up to your- Lordſhip | 


and the Public a mirror, in which may be 


ſeen the great outlines of your conduct. As 
to naval expeditions, . I never heard of ane at- 


tempted or even projected, although it is un- 


dveniably true, that you had the King's expreſs 
. _ orders far that purpoſe, and although it was | 
well known, that there was no harbour be- 
tween” Boſton and Charleſtowm that could 


have reſiſted, with fucceſs, two of your 


larger and two of your middle-fized veſſels; 


| and. that there were many, in which their 


8 . without a ſingle 
ban 


ä | 
gun on land for their proteQion : ves the 


| the Cheſopeak, and the Albemarle Send, e E 


in which: the Rebel naval force was to * — 


Middle Colonies wos carried-on ; 288 8 


__ quired but little of that gallantry you dif = 
EEE | 


tip 


| Bur if the deflropix the Rebel mvval Bie 

windjcix chjctt of yea problems! will 
tion might have expected that you-would-at- 
leaſt have blocked up their ports; and yet 
wn i your en" Jo" NES 
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| voy them Guts ſes; audited theſs-of 
feds. © Buy your principal G&fign" of u- 


( 44 * 
be was the praQtice of your cruiſers to fe- 


E = 


. 
„miles to Pbiladelpbia; from Seen,, 
* Matchapungo, and Nock Inlet, ober lend t 


the Cheſapeak, and therice acroſs that bay in ö 
ſhallops to Virginia, and the weſtern ſhore of : 
Maryland. Prom the Albemarle Soundy they 
paſſed up to Saurh Yuay, and. from thence by, [ 


land to Saat on Nanſemond river. Here 
they were again put into ſhallops, — 
r 


7 
not furniſh falt ſufficient for K 


1 . . r n . 


- © th da A. 
from the want of ſalt. It fold in Pennſylvania. from: zo l. ta 
40 l. per buſhel, when their money had not depreciated more 
than 200 fer cext. 80 that this commodity, which before 
the rebellion was commonly bought for 15 d. to 20 d. row fold 
from 15 J. to 201. in curteney of the ſame value, This ſearcity 
Induced them to erect faber Rut the ſmall quantities pros 
' duced were of Þ inferior a quality, as not to anſwer the purpoſe | 
A of preſerving the meat for the uſe” of their army. N ſham be- 
came putrid. The army was fed with freſh'meat und 
which, added to their want of clothing, in the opinion of their 
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you permitted up the Albemarle Sound, the 
people of North Carolina were furniſhed with 
large quantities of falt; and that country 
abounding in hogs, Waſhington's Commiſ- 
ſary laid up at Suffolk his magazines of ſalt 
Proviſions. From hence through the mouth 
of Nanſermond, and up the Cheſapeat, they 
were carried to the Head of Elk, and from 
thenee in waggons to the VALLEY Fon. 
Aided by theſe ſupplies, bis army was ſaved 
from famine; and yet with all the benefit of 
them, he was often fo much diſtreſſed as to 
be obliged to reduce hrs men to half allowance. 
ing ſmall, the diſtance great, the roads ex- 
tremely deep in the winter, and Waſhing- 


not leſs tha 10,090 ru in the year 1776, and bes 
number in 1777. | 


3 
force, and eakily defiroyed. But no attempt was made until after 
| his Lordſhip left America, The Vigilant and two loops of war, 
In this linle expedition, all the Rebel veſſels in Lire Egg Har» 
bear, and the contiguous falterns, were deſtroyed, with the loſs 


of one man ouly. Indeed there were no falterns which might 
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ton's 


: ( a7 ) | 
ton's horſes for the moſt part dead ®, they 
could ſcarcely be tranſported in ſuch quan- 


ſume, to the Britiſh Admiral f. The method 


The loſs of Waſhington's horſes was occaſioned by the want 
ants of Pennſylvania to threſh out their grain, and ſupply him 


declined it. der . G ] Examination, p29 | 


Patrick Henry, the Governor of Virginia, defiring him imme- 
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** And yet no frigates were ſent to the 
 Tangiers or Nanſemend, and by this neglect = 
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would afift in it. That there was no flanding militia in theſe 


| 2 F n | 
mond, would effectually prevent the water: tranſportation ; and 
| . uareere ef ood one 
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B — Fw, n 
been attended with either difficulty or dan- 
ger. A ſingle frigate ſtationed at the Tangier 
Mando, and another at the mouth of Nanſe- 
mond, with two ſmall armed vefſels, or ten- 


ders, cruiſing up Jamet River, would have 


totally: obſtructed the navigable part of the 
tranſportation. As to the carriage by land, 
_ the diſtance, which is four hundred miles, 

was ſo great |, waggons and "horſes in that 


ſo impaſſable, that it was utterly. impraftica- 
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Aud further, that a frigate, and two or three ſmall arm- 


ſpring. - 

1 3 
could not ſupply General Braddock with horſes and carriages to 
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Boney Adee e if tie lein r 
cantile importance might have been ſo watch · 
ed with a fixth part of your force, as to have 

prevented 'the eſcape of a fingle veſſel of 


More abundant caution, might have been 
_ employed in eruifing off the coaſts ; and the 
_ oa eee 
| army. Had you directed two of your fri 
- gates to remain conſtzntly in the Delhware, 
the one at Bumbo Hook, and the other at 
| Reedy Rand e; three in the Cheſapeat, one 
| of thein in Hampron Read, another in Meck: 
Jack Bay, at the mouth of York River ; and 


die third it the Tangier Nandi, oppoſite the 
a hou of Pdf and by ſtationing one | 


5 | * Theſe frigates would have entirely obfrudted the navigation 
el the Delaware. | 
| 5 + A frigate at Hampton Road would have intercepted al ve. 
| Shane or cle cat of Chihpnt Bay. - 
E A frigate fiationed at the Tangiers, with a tender cruifing 
up und down the bay, would have prevented all communication 
been the Weſtern ſhove of the Cheſapeat, and the ports of 
"Rock Inlet, and Sinepuxent, on the Eaſlern ſea» 
coaſt, and all the inland nevigation up and dows that boy, and 
Sp eut off thoſe ſupplies with which Waſhington's army was conti- 
_nually c 
. See note, p. 14. * 
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at  Collifon's Jland, in Albemarle Sund e, 
and another at the mouth of Rr A 
you muſt have intirely blocked up every port 
in the Colonies of New Ferſey, Pennſylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, and the northern parts 
of North Carolina. And had you added'to 


this plan, eight more veſſels to have watched, 
in like-manner, the harbours of New Eag» 


of the revolted Colonies muſt have ceaſed. ' 
Their army and navy muſt have been ruin- 
ed, from an utter impraQticability of pro- 
curing for them the neceſſary proviſions, 
clothing and military ſtores. Their produce 
muſt have periſhed on their hands. The 
people themſelves would have been made 


Wa e n. 


merchants of Maryland and Virginia ſend their country produce 


| down jo craftto Seffell, on ——— fron thence it is cariel —= 
ine whyyons to Srarh Quay, above Chiwar firry, where nl — 


vile by their Gſtreſſes; and in ſpe of alt. 


through the Sound to the Ocean. Their return cargoes art 


brought back from Saut Quay in the fame carriages, Upwards 
of three hundred veſſels came vp this Sound, and returned with 
their cargoes in the year 1777 ts feed the rebellion, although a. 


fiogle frigate at Colliſon's Iſland, N Prins, would have 
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you 


(32) 
your Brother's inactivity and miſconduct, the 


rebellion muſt have fallen under your manage- 
ment alone, even without the hel of | 
Lace nan al 5 . _ 


_ a, my dis ara 
* are truths evident to every 
=—_ EN: mariner; and - wall 
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2 examine the charts ef the 
2 And were I to appeal E: 
; experience of the uninfluenced — a 
er n 
N For it is a well 
* 2 frigate lay 
within the mouth elaware 
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| paſs; the 
improbability of their eſcape ef- 


fectually prevented adventuring i 

How bench — 

you more ſo muſt it have been, Had 
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